Abstract. One of the most important sectors currently determining the economic situation of countries, regions, including rural areas, and businesses is logistics. The study shows the directions of changes in supplying Poland with the most important elements of logistic infrastructure, i.e. transport and stock infrastructure. It presents the position of logistics sector in the national economy measured by the share of transport, storage, information and communication activities against the background of industry, trade and construction sectors' activity in the creation of a net domestic product. The study also indicates the highly competitive position of Poland in logistics in comparison to other neighbouring countries and establishes that logistics can be an important factor in the country's development.
Introduction
In each historical period, there were elements influencing development processes in the economy and society. Science and its effects in the form of development of IT and usage of biological and market laws proved to be the driving force of the social and economic progress of the recent years. Nowadays, logistics is one of the most dynamically developing segments of the national economy. An increasing scale of flow of people, goods, financial capital and information can be observed. Elements of point infrastructure (ports, airports, railway junctions, railway and bus stations, warehouses, logistic centres etc.) and linear infrastructure (roads, railways, waterways, airways, pipelines etc.) are being expanded. This is of great importance for creating various logistic chains and reducing the costs of their operation in every industry. It contributes to the development of entire countries, including rural areas.
The aim of this study is to recognise the direction of changes in supplying Poland with the most important elements of logistic infrastructure (transport and stock infrastructure), the meaning of logistics in the economy, especially its role in creating gross national product and to indicate Poland's competitive position in comparison to its neighbouring countries.
Materials used for the study include information from the reporting of Central Statistical Office of Poland, Eurostat and World Bank data and the results of research available in the specialist literature on the subject. Both vertical and dynamic analysis (changes of studied values in time) and horizontal (international comparisons) were used.
Reasons for development of logistics on a global scale
Logistics is in most cases defined as a method for managing a supply chain, thus it includes planning, realisation and controlling an operational and effective flow of resources, production materials and finished products, as well as proper information from the point of origin to the point of consumption in order to satisfy the needs of a client. Logistics is also described as managing the processes of transporting goods and people, together with actions which support those processes in the systems in which they occur (Slownik…, 2006) . The main objective of logistics is to minimise costs of transporting products in a supply chain, increasing a company's (chain's link) profit and preserving the standards of customer's service expected on the market, all at the same time.
expand, mainly because of merchant, armed (war) or missionary voyages. Today, there are numerous reasons for this phenomenon, however the most significant ones include (Klepacki, 
20140:
 savings reserves of costs in the area of production technology have already been depleted considerably;
 the offer for customers is continuously widened which is the result of a wide introduction of the marketing concept, i.e. offering customers whatever they wish, whenever they wish it and in what form,  there has been a change in proportions in the scope of maintaining stocks between retailers and wholesalers and producers; producers and retailers want to stock as few products as possible, In terms of density of motorways, Poland's performance is poor in comparison to other EU countries. In 2016, there were 5.24 km of motorways per every 1000 km 2 . In the European Union, the highest indicators of motorways (per every 1000 km 2 ) were recorded in the Netherlands -the number over 13 times bigger than the one concerning Poland (66 km) and Luxembourg (58 km).
The lowest indicator was recorded in, among others, Estonia, Finland and Romania -3 km per 1000 km 2 (Picture 2). 1) in the railway transport, routes have been shortened, especially on less populated and poorly industrialised territories; on the other hand, usage of "major" routes have increased;
2) the velocity of road infrastructure development as a whole is low; a sort of positive aspect is the building of motorways and expressways;
3) the last decade has not brought any change in the scope of pipeline transport and inland water routes; 4. after the social and economic transformation in Poland (1989 Poland ( -1990 there was an economic breakdown of seaports and cargo shipping; today their steady growth is taking place; 4) air transport is clearly developing, although its position in the scope of mass shipping is still of a marginal character.
In general, it can be said that when it comes to transport infrastructure, Poland is less advanced than Western European countries. However, a significant progress is happening and in the near future, after completing the already started road and railroad investments, it will no longer be a barrier limiting the development of logistics and other economic activity.
Changes in the storage economy
The second most important element of logistics is warehousing. A warehouse is a separated closed accommodation, a space covered by a roof, an open outdoor landfill or a device for special purposes or a complex of such accommodations, spaces and devices, appropriately secured and equipped with devices designed for storing materials, semi-finished products and finished products.
Storage market constitutes a part of the logistics market, being composed of three elements.
The first one includes infrastructure: trade and industrial warehouses and other warehouses. The second element covers investments: warehouses for rent and warehouses for own purposes. The last element accounts for services: renting storage areas and providing storage services.
In the recent years, the Polish storage market has been developing dynamically. It concerns both the demand, as well as the supply. The supply of storage area available in Poland is presented in Figure 3 .  anti-fire system in the form of sprinklers and smoke dampers; years, it has expanded its surface nearly ten times. Important fact is that this surface increased every year without any downfall periods, being mainly realised by international companies. This leads to the conclusion that Poland's position as an attractive place for locating logistic investments has been moving upwards.
Economic significance of logistics in the Polish economy
Significance of particular sectors in the national economy can be measured in various manners.
Most often it is their input in generating the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) that is taken into account. In 2015 selected sectors participated in the GDP structure in the following shares (in %):
 industry -23.5
 car sales and repair -15.4
 building industry -6.3
 transport and storage economy -5.8
 IT and communication -3.6
Classifying purely logistic sectors (transport, storage economy, IT, communication) as elements of logistics, it can be stated that they have generated 9.4 % GDP. However, logistics is not recognised in complete separation in statistical data. It constitutes a considerable part of trade and industrial activities, as well as many other activities. Solely by adding car sales and repairs to the above value, the result increases to nearly 25 %. Thus, it can be assumed that logistic activity generates at least every forth unit of GDP in the national economy.
Logistics is also crucial for employment ratings. The general employment rate, which equalled By taking LPI into consideration, it can be assumed that Poland is relatively well prepared for providing logistic services. Although its assessment is worse than the one of Germany, which is the world's logistic leader, on the regional scale it is located on the level similar to the one of its neighbours. In comparison to 2007, a significant progress has been made up to this day, pushing
Poland up to 30 th position from 40 th in the world ranking. However, this position has dropped to 33 rd in the recent period. It means that Polish logistic companies are capable of adjusting themselves to actual requirements of clients, even though they do this a little slower than companies in a few neighbouring countries. 2004 offered a possibility to overcome economic barriers which had been hindering infrastructural investments similar to those realised in other EU countries. It means that the condition of the Polish logistics will be an important factor in the country's development, both on the macroeconomic and local levels. Infrastructure development is a factor influencing location of industrial and service facilities, especially logistic centres which can be a determinant for activation of rural areas, provide jobs and be a source of income for the population.
2) Polish logistic companies are developing fast, the area of modern warehouses is increasing.
Companies are improving their offers which then boosts their international competitiveness.
Logistics activity is becoming a sort of Polish specialty increasingly affecting GDP and the state of national economy.
3) Central Europe is becoming one of the most important regions in terms of logistics development. That is due to geographical location and the fact that Central European countries became members of the European Union, but also because of the anticipated development of the Eastern European countries -the former members of the Soviet Union.
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